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Creativity, education, and connection – these are important building blocks of a healthy community and a
fundamental aspect of why people of all ages and walks of life come into the public library. Public libraries
are the heart of a strong community – they help to create a vibrant, informed working class and allow the
middle class to thrive. Where there is a library, there is growth and possibility.

Through its efforts to anticipate shifting community needs, Middle Country Library Foundation has
cultivated and expanded the role of the public library. Regardless of the challenge, the Foundation has
inspired ingenuity, curiosity, and inventiveness, driving the far-reaching initiatives that have propelled
Middle Country Public Library to national recognition, even as it remains essential to its local community.
Through core initiatives – the Miller Business Center, 211 Long Island Database, and Family Place
Libraries™ – the MCL Foundation continues to do all it can to support and nurture the families, individuals,
and businesses that make our community strong. 

The Miller Business Center continues to provide skill-building programs and resources for job seekers
and entrepreneurs. With many networking opportunities, job fairs, and the increasingly popular Business
Networking Open House, there are always opportunities to create relationships and forge strong
connections with local and regional businesses. Strictly Business and Women’s EXPO continue to
grow in popularity, welcoming more than 3,000 people in combined attendance. Additionally, the Center
provided over 50 workshops, 260 career counseling appointments, and a variety of literacy
programming designed to generate a stronger, business-ready workforce.

As the region’s most comprehensive information and referral resource, 211 Long Island Database
connected over 400,000 unique visitors to the health and human services they needed and supported
the 211 Long Island call center, which helped an average of 350 callers each month. By providing
information and referrals to those in need of food, rent payment assistance, utility payment assistance,
job training, and much more, 211 Long Island Database acted as a lifeline to thousands of Long Islanders
in need of the basic necessities of daily life.

Family Place Libraries™ continues to be a transformative and highly effective model for early 
childhood and family support services. Family Place expanded to over 500 libraries in 33 states. 
National and regional professional development opportunities were offered to over 350 librarians in 20
states through webinars, workshops, and the Foundation’s Distinguished Speakers Series. 

Enclosed is our annual report. The annual report press items are available for viewing at
www.middlecountrylibraryfoundation.com. We are grateful for the generous support from our wonderful
donors, partners, and friends who have helped us achieve so much during the year. The Middle Country
Library Foundation seeks to enrich our diverse community, support small businesses, and encourage
families as they face new challenges every day. We thank you for your enthusiastic and unwavering
support of these efforts!

Sandra Sprows
Chairperson
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The MCL Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) organization that raises funds to advance the development of
innovative library-based programs created at the Middle Country Public Library that can be replicated
regionally and nationally, enabling community libraries to better meet changing social and economic needs.

MISSION STATEMENT

The MCL Foundation embraces collaborative, innovative, and replicable initiatives that benefit Middle
Country residents, the residents of the Long Island region, and public libraries nationally.

VISION STATEMENT



 
 

This unique, fun-filled evening for adults features a word casino with games, activities,
raffles, live music, and excellent local cuisine provided by the Fifth Season restaurant.

Storyteller             
Belfor Property Restoration
HG Realty
Island Industrial Boiler
Laser Industries
Residential Fences Corp.
Synergy Wealth Strategies
 

Avid Reader
3CR Logistic Solutions
Holiday Inn Express-Stony Brook
McPhillips Family
Milburn Flooring Mill
Ocean Janitorial
Joe & Mary Price
RENU Contracting Restoration
Tsunis Gasparis LLP
Wells Fargo Advisors
Young Equipment

Wordsmith
Birzon & Associates
CreatingMagicSeminar.com
Cunningham Duct Cleaning Co.
Kathleen Deerr
Friends of MCPL
J. Flynn Insurance Agency
Barbara & Al Jordan
Nawrocki Smith LLP

BookWorm
Sandra & Richard Feinberg
Beth & James Finn
Rob & Concetta Fitton
Ryan Gessner
Christine Malafi
John & Donna Miccoli
Judy Murrah

SPONSORS



Strictly Business is a joint initiative of the Greater Middle Country Chamber of Commerce, the Miller
Business Center, and the Brookhaven Chambers of Commerce Coalition-three organizations that
share the vision of promoting economic development on Long Island.

Strictly Business

550 visitors 
&

80 exhibitors

SPONSORS
TD Bank N.A.

PARTNERS
Holiday Inn Express-Stony Brook

Island Federal Credit Union

Synergy Wealth Strategies



 

The Women’s EXPO is a showcase and a marketplace for Long Island women entrepreneurs.  Each
year the audience grows for what has become a very popular Fall event. The goal of the EXPO is to
provide support and a venue for women entrepreneurs on Long Island to market their products,
serving as a vehicle to promote economic development and collaborations among women
entrepreneurs and women in the business and not-for-profit world.

TOP SPONSORS
BankUnited

People’s Alliance Federal Credit Union
TD Bank

Greater Middle Country Chamber of Commerce
Corporate Synergies

NYS School Facilities Assoc.-Suffolk County Chapter

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

Over 2000 attendees!!
More than 70 exhibitors



Friends
Platinum 

Campolo, Middleton & McCormick, LLP
Kathleen Deerr

Sal & Grace DiVincenzo
MaryAnne Ellinger

Sandra & Richard Feinberg
Rob & Concetta Fitton

Maria Gasparis - Tsunis Gasparis LLC
Ryan Gessner

John & Donna Miccoli
Ken Oehler - Safeguard Business Systems

Alexia Serlis
Sophia Serlis-McPhillips

 Gold 
Meaghan Fitzgerald - Inter-County Mechanical

Judy Murrah
 

Silver 
Lori Abbatepaolo

Chris Blount
Janice Boscarino

Cherita Brown - 414 Royal Way LLC
Joanne Davila

Barbara Jordan
Elizabeth Malafi
Sandra Sprows

Stephanie Vecchio

  Bronze 
Marc Berlin - On the Marc Patient Advocacy Services

Meaghan Fitzgerald - Meg’s Gems
Amber Gagliardi

Lauren Harper - Native Ceuticals
Susan Jaskulek - SEJ Designs

Tracy LaStella
Tracy Marlowe - TMNY Artisan Jewelry

Elizabeth Salerno
Keith Stewart - SCG Recruiting

 
 



24,837
Visitors!

Middle Country Public Library is proud to be the first library in the nation to offer the Nature Explorium, an
outdoor learning space for children and families. The Nature Explorium, a certified Nature Explore
classroom, contains a variety of areas, all geared toward connecting children to a different aspect of
nature. Whether they're reflecting on a poem under a willow tree, climbing on a tree stump, or expressing
artistic talent through song and dance on the Play It stage, children will discover the gift of nature.

Nature Explorium

Sponsor
NYS School Facilities

Association -
 Suffolk County Chapter



Originally created in 1999, the Distinguished Speakers Series was designed to support Long Island
families by providing a forum for Long Island practitioners focusing on young children and families
featuring specialists in the field.  Produced in collaboration with Long Island health and human service
professionals, and community corporate sponsors, the series fills an important continuing education need
on Long Island.

SPONSORS
Joseph P. Price - EPIC
Giove Funeral Home

Sibling Abuse
Presented by: Dr. Amy Meyers, PhD, LCSW
Professor of Social Work at Molloy University 

Executive Function
Presented by: Kimberly James, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LBA, Licensed Psychologist
Clinical Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Health-Child 
and Adolescent Division
Stony Brook University

Autism and Attention Deficit Disorder:  Similarities and Differences
Presented by: Judith A. Crowell, MD
Distinguished Service Professor, Interim Division Director, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
Stony Brook University, Clinical Director Stony Brook Autism Initiative 



Annual Contributions & Grants 2023-2024
Above $10,000

Sandy River Charitable Foundation

$1,000-$9,999

American Library Association 
BankUnited 
Belfor Property Restoration
Sandra & Richard Feinberg 
Gallagher Family Market-Shoprite of Selden
Greater Middle Country Chamber of Commerce
HG Realty 
Holiday Inn Express - Stony Brook
Island Industrial Boiler
Joseph P. Price - EPIC
Laser Industries

Susan & Robert Mille
John Miller
NYS School Facilities Assoc.-Suffolk County Chapter
People’s Alliance Federal Credit Union
Residential Fences Corp.
Syntax Communication
TD Bank
James Verdi-Synergy Wealth Strategies
Walmart 

$250-$999

Mitchell Birzon 
Sharon Breen 
Corporate Synergies
CreatingMagicSeminar.com
Cunningham Duct Cleaning Co.
Joanne Davila
Kathleen Deerr & Frank Cento
Digital Provisions, Inc.
Joan & John Dio, Jr.
Sal & Grace DiVincenzo
MaryAnne Ellinger
Beth & James Finn
Rob & Concetta Fitton
Flanagan Electric Corp.
Friends of MCPL
Diana & Mike Gallo
Maria Gasparis-Tsunis Gasparis LLP
Ryan Gessner
Giove Funeral Home

Anne & Richard Hofelich
Island Federal Credit Union
J. Flynn Insurance Agency
Barbara & Al Jordan
Anowara Khan
Sophia & Chris McPhillips
Millburn Flooring Mill
Judy Murrah
Ocean Janitorial
Joe & Mary Price
RENU Contracting 
Mario Ruggiero-Bank of America
Dr. Sandra Sprows & Willard Parker Hough
Robin Sultan-3CR Logistic Solutions
David Tellier-Nawrocki Smith LLP
Tsunis Gasparis LLP
Wells Fargo Financial Advisors
Young Equipment



Lori & Paul Abbatepaolo
Linda Altenburger     
Dale Beck
Illena & Bruce Betcher
Christina & Doug Blount
Henry Bramwell
Sara & Chris Calderone
Lois Casa
Lynne & Rob Ceraso
Pat & Vinny Costantino
Stephanie Dietz
Laura & Mark Eisenbraun
Mary Fu                   
Amber & Brian Gagliardi
Carol Gray
Ronald Harrington
Deborah & Stewart Hempe
James R. Keller
Lori Kenney
Virginia Lammers 
Sue LaSelva
Lash Ferber Charitable Foundation
Tracy & Ethan LaStella
Judith LaValle
Don & Laurie Leverich
Neela Lockel
Josephine Longo
Christine Malafi
Alex Mallilo

James & Jeanna Matias
Kathleen McEnerney
Mary McLaughlin
Edy Meyer
John & Donna Miccoli
Middle Country Automotive
Mandy Miller
Regina & Mike Moloney
Lorraine Paesano
Vivian & Wayne Perea
Linda & Gary Perro
Loretta Piscatella
Laura & Bobby Powers
Joanne Quinn-Beers
Janet & Greg Ross
William Rothaar
Elizabeth Salerno
Linda Sbarra Davaris
Kathryn Sekulo
Leanne & Rocco Semisa
Shirley Singletary-Hudson
Elizabeth Sprauer
Kristine & Nick Tanzi
Nancy Wolman
Kristen & Scott Wurm

Contributors



101 Eastwood Boulevard, Centereach, NY 11720-2745 
 631-585-9393

www.middlecountrylibraryfoundation.org

Family Place Libraries™ • 2-1-1 Long Island Database • Miller Business Center
The MCL Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) organization

Centereach
101 Eastwood Blvd., 

Centereach, NY  11720

Selden
575 Middle Country Rd.

Selden, NY  11784


